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   Worthingway Newsletter: 9-10-18 

 

Words Matter: 

I visited a classroom guidance lesson led by Mrs. Fei our school counselor and Mrs. Herbe.  As a 

warmup to the lesson, they had students reach into a bag, tell whether there was cotton or 

sandpaper in the bag, and describe the texture.  Mrs. Fei and Mrs. Herbe then related the texture 

to words and phrases and described words as either “cotton” or “sandpaper” words.  Cotton is 

soft, easy to touch while sandpaper is rough and gritty.   Mrs. Fei wrapped up by giving 

scenarios and asking whether the words she used were “cotton” or “sandpaper” words.   

 

Soon after, I was at lunch duty speaking to Mr. Wiedenhoft (wellness for life teacher and 8th 

grade football coach), who happens to be a Michigan fan.  I pointed out to Mr. Wiedenhoft how 

bad Michigan looked Saturday night against Notre Dame.  A student to my left stepped up and 

said, “Mr. Kellenberger, those are sandpaper words.”  She was right!  I love it when students 

apply what they learn, especially when that application helps us to reflect on what we say to each 

other.  Great job Mrs. Fei for giving our students real world applications and using sensory 

words to help students (and principals) remember to consider what they say and how they say it.  

Go Bucks (cotton)!   

 

9/11, Tue:   Spirit Night at Cane’s 4 – 9 p.m. Polaris location 

9/12, Wed:  “Your Presence is a Present” Speaker Series 6 – 8 p.m. TWHS  

9/14, Fri:    Superintendent Community Coffee – 8 a.m. Worthington Panera  

9/21, Fri:    Books and Bagels  8 a.m. WW Library 

____  _________________________________________________________________________    

 

PTA News: 

Sept 11th  Spirit Night at Cane's - 4:00 - 9:00PM Polaris location (2085 Polaris Pkwy) 

Oct 2     PTA meeting in the library - 7PM with special guests from the levy committee  

 

Have a Kroger card? 
Worthingway PTA benefits from Kroger Rewards. It costs you nothing and we receive a portion 

of the pool of money Kroger sets aside for non-profits. To update your card, click here. You can 

search for Worthingway PTA or use the code (RF924). Please share this information with others 

such as grandparents, friends, and/or aunts/uncles who can support the school at no cost.  

 

Worthington Cares Speaker Series #1: 

“Your Presence is a Present”  

Javier Sanchez, a dynamic and thought provoking presenter will be bringing the message to the 

Worthington Community.  Participants will learn effective strategies for managing stressful 

situations and how to thrive in midst of difficult circumstances.  Life isn’t perfect, but it’s 

important to learn how our responses to life’s toughest moments can be. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2Sy8WgxEaSXY2x0QlhYRERGTVNpRTREOGFvTEsyYXlta0lj/view?usp=sharing
https://maps.google.com/?q=2085+Polaris+Pkwy&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/


 

The presentation will be held at Thomas Worthington High School. Free dinner will be provided 

by the Worthington Presbyterian Church volunteers from 6-6:30p.m. For those of you with kids, 

bring them along because free childcare for youth ages 5-15 will be provided by none other than 

Ben Wilson, Bluffsview's PE teacher! 

 

Visit www.drugsafeworthington.org to RSVP.   

 

Box Tops for Education: 

Calling all Box Tops! The homeroom who turns in the most Box Tops by October 18th will win 

a pizza party! Send them in as soon as possible! 

 

Dr. Bower’s Community Coffees: 

September 14 - Worthington Panera 

October 12 -     Polaris Panera 

November 16 - Urban Coffee 

 

All are 8 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Dates have not been set for January through May.  Once they are scheduled they will be posted 

on the district website. 

 

Books and Bagels: 
Our first Books and Bagels get-together will take place on September 21st at 8:00am in the 

library. The book selection for this month is Maybe a Fox by Kathi Appelt and Alison McGhee. 

Any interested students should read the story and join us for a lively discussion and delicious 

treats! 

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages:  

Mrs. Laird 

7th grade French students can now hold a complete conversation, greeting, introducing others, 

asking someone's name, asking how they're doing, asking their age, and saying good-bye.  They 

have also learned to count to 30.  Next week students will present a short skit to the class using 

this vocabulary and then begin practicing French subject pronouns.  

 

8th grade French students are learning a new verb conjugation question words.  They will do 

small skits for the class talking about activities they like and don't like. 

 

Mrs. Newcomb 

Spanish 1a students are learning classroom commands as we work to be ready to delete English 

from the classroom.  :-)  They are also learning to combine simple courtesy phrases in various 

combinations so they can be flexible and appropriate when meeting new people who speak 

Spanish. 

 

Spanish 1b students are learning to describe families and members of the family, including pets!  

:-)  That vocabulary requires correct adjective agreement and will be the perfect chance to teach 

possessive adjectives as well as a few new describing adjectives. 

 

http://www.drugsafeworthington.org/


 

Language Arts: 

Mrs. Baker, Ms. Hill, Ms. Wilson 

ELA 8th Grade: We will continue to engage with the Flowers for Algernon text and work on 

improving our skill of summarizing.  

 

Ms. Beasley   
We have started The Outsiders! Enriched students are also reading an independent book with the 

same theme to prepare themselves for their literary analysis at the end of the unit between the 

two books.  

 

Mrs., Perkins 

7th Grade ELA: The students completed their first argument writing diagnostic. This helps to 

gives a baseline for how they are as writers in this genre. We are excited to be starting The 

Outsiders and work in groups for the first time. 

 

Ms. Cready  
7th grade Creative Writing - Students are creating illustrated Poetry Picture Books as part of our 

Poetry unit.  

 

8th grade Creative Writing - Students are working on a collaborative Classroom Newspaper unit 

for our Information Literacy focus.  

 

7th grade Graphic Novels - Students are learning about elements of humor and creating their 

own Comic Strips.  

 

8th grade Graphic Novels - Students are studying Japanese culture and traditions through a 

Miyazaki film as we move into our film study unit.  

 

Science: 

Mr. Canterbury 

7th grade Mars Mission class - we're busy learning about what particles are and how they 

behave so we can use this information to help us launch off of Earth successfully! We've done 

labs on some of the properties of particles such as mass and thermal energy. We will soon begin 

learning how to control thermal energy transfer (during our lab called "Pour It Out") which will 

be huge in protecting our astronauts during their journey through the emptiness of space and 

living in the bottom layer of the Martian atmosphere.   

 

Mrs. Spencer 

The 8th grade science students have looked at the idea of how the Earth was formed.  Now we 

are considering how we could possibly know this when we have not even been able to drill 

through the crust.  The Seismic Waves Lab will help us to learn how data is collected from 

earthquakes.  Next week we will be taking our first quiz.  Following that we will begin the unit 

on erosion. 

 

Social Studies: 

Ms. Speicher 

7th Graders are creating graphic novels featuring the details of Ancient Greece and 8th graders 

are studying the differences between European missions of exploration in the Americas. 

 



 

Mr. Tisdale: 

Grade 7: We are finishing our graphic novels on Ancient Greece and we will begin research on 

various city-states.  Once each group had researched their city-state, we will begin our simulation 

called Greece at War. 

 

Grade 8: We just finished covering European settlement in the Americas.  We just started 

covering the Columbian Exchange and we will watch episode 1 of Roots.   

 

Robotic and Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling): 

Mr. Baird  

1st period 7th grade robotics students are building and programming their Lego NXT robots. 

 

7th period 7th grade robotics students are continuing their About Me and Game projects through 

basic programming in Scratch. 

 

7th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students are continuing to work on 

their Gutter Boats. 

 

8th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students are racing their cardboard 

boats this Friday, August 31st at The Worthington Pool at 10:15am, parents/guardians are invited 

to attend and watch at the pool. 

 

8th grade Robotics are finishing up their "What Robots can do" project, presenting them and are 

beginning basic programming in Scratch and Kodu. 

 

Art: 

Ms. Zambito 

We have just finished up our Graffiti project, and are moving onto a project all about the human 

family. Through this project we will be learning about blind contour drawing and 7 new 

watercolor techniques! 

 

Health 

Mr. Wiedenhoft 

7th grade  

The next topic being covered in health class will be on the different body systems. Systems 

covered will be, 

Cardiovascular System 

Muscular System 

Endocrine System 

Nervous system 

Digestive System 

Skeletal System 

Respiratory System 

Immune System 

 



 

8th grade- Students have been learning about multiple first aid & safety concepts & techniques. 

They also are creating first aid manuals with the information covered in class.  

 

Guidance Office: 

Ms. Fei 

This week and next week Mrs. Fei and Mrs. Carberry are in classrooms introducing themselves 

and teaching students a little bit about depression.  

 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 

Student pictures have arrived. If you ordered pictures for your student during schedule pick up in 

August, then your student received the pictures from the office and they should be making their 

way home by the end of the week. If your student got their picture taken but you did not place an 

order, then your student received a proof of the picture which you can use to order pictures. 

 

Retakes are on October 4 from 9:00 - 10:00. Retakes are for any student that did not get their 

picture taken already this year. Retakes are also for any student who did not like their picture or 

proof. Please bring your original picture to turn in to get a retake. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the office at (614) 450-4300. 

 

Lunchroom News: 

Mrs. Johnson 

Lunch: 

Monday...9/10/18..Boneless Chicken wings with a dinner roll or Cheese Pizza, sweet corn, baby 

carrots, seasonal fruits, milk 

Tuesday...9/11/18..Spaghetti and Meatballs or Pepperoni Pizza, Peas, Sliced Cucumbers, 

seasonal fruits, milk 

Wednesday...9/12/18..Breakfast for lunch or Cheese Pizza, hash brown potatoes, celery sticks, 

seasonal fruits, milk 

Thursday...9/13/18...Beef, bean and cheese Nachos or Pepperoni Pizza. black beans, romaine 

salad, seasonal fruits, milk 

Friday...9/14/18..Mini-Corn Dogs or Cheese Pizza, Sweet potato Fries, cherry tomatoes, 

seasonal fruits, milk 

 

Breakfast: 

Monday. Cinnamon Pancakes or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Tuesday. Apple or Cherry Frudel or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Wednesday...French toast or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Thursday...UBR or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Friday...Super Donut or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

***If you have a Gluten-Free or Lactose-Free student, please have them stop by the kitchen to 

see what option we offer. 

 

Please call 614-450-4350 with any questions. 

 

 

 


